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and celebrate the freedom and protection
that it has always afforded us.

In commemoration of the signing of our
Constitution and in recognition of the impor-
tance of informed, responsible citizenship,
the Congress, by joint resolution of February
29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated Sep-
tember 17 as ‘‘Citizenship Day,’’ and by joint
resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159),
requested the President to proclaim the
week beginning September 17 and ending
September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitution
Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 1996, as
Citizenship Day and September 17 through
September 23, 1996, as Constitution Week,
and urge all Americans to join in observing
these occasions with appropriate programs
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:22 a.m., September 18, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Letter to Speaker Newt Gingrich on
Legislation Prohibiting Possession of
Firearms by Domestic Violence
Offenders
September 17, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am pleased that you have now joined me

in supporting legislation to prohibit domestic
violence offenders from obtaining firearms.
No one who has committed an act of domes-
tic violence against a spouse or child should
be able to possess a firearm.

As you know, Senator Lautenberg and
Representative Torricelli have introduced
legislation that would achieve this objective.
The Senate passed the Lautenberg bill for
the second time last week by an overwhelm-

ing and bipartisan vote of 97–2. It is now
time for the House to act on the Torricelli
bill and join the Senate in supporting this
bipartisan effort.

There were 88,500 incidents of domestic
violence where a firearm was present in
1994. I signed the Brady Law in 1993 and
to date it has prevented over 60,000 felons,
fugitives and others from buying handguns.
My 1994 Crime Bill included the historic Vi-
olence Against Women Act, which made it
a crime for stalkers and harassers under re-
straining orders to carry a gun. That provision
is beginning to take hold—in Kentucky
alone, over 300 stalkers and harassers were
prohibited from buying firearms in one year.
The legislation that you now support will
build upon these important provisions.

I welcome your support and determination
to complete this job. Protecting innocent
women and children from deadly domestic
violence is too important to let anything
stand in the way. Bringing this bill to a vote
in the House is an important step. But we
must see it through to the end. Send it to
me for my signature without further delay
before Congress adjourns so that keeping
guns out of the hands of all domestic violence
offenders becomes the law of the land.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on September 18.

Remarks Announcing the
Establishment of the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National
Monument at Grand Canyon
National Park, Arizona
September 18, 1996

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. Thank you for being here and for being
in such good spirits. Thank you, God, for let-
ting the Sun come out. This is a sunny day—
we ought to have a sunny day for a sunny
day.

Thank you, Rob Arnberger, for the work
you do here at Grand Canyon National Park
and for your participation; to all of our distin-
guished guests. I want to say a special word
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